HORSEFEATHCERS

Newsletter of the Duchy of Pegasus Valley




Monarch: Lady [soud McArdry

Regent: Valdemar Gillanders

Champion: Master Shadow

Qutgoing PM: Baroness Sirrah E1Speth Sharrisselva
Incoming PM: 77777 [To be announced...]

GM of Reeves: Baronet Exedor Wayfel

Upcoming Cultural Events of Tnterest Around New Mexico

March 19" Altan  Contemporary Irish Music Popejoy Hall UNM Campus 7:30 p.m. $17.00
2T7-4569

March 21% Altan Contemporary Irish Music Macey Center NMTech Campus Socorro, NM

March 21%  Opera, “Turandot” by Glacomo Puccini  Kimo Theatre $10-30 884-0990 [The story
i5 set in pre-Medieval Peking, China].

March 28Y The World Famous Chinese Golden Dragon Acrobats 2:00 pom. 8. Broadway Cultural
center §5.00 B48-1323

April 3@ Bakra Bata [ 10 member steel Drum Band] 8:00 p.m. $5.00 8. Broadway Cultural Center

April 17-18th The Acting Company presents ‘Romeo and Juliet” Popejoy Hall, UINM 8:00 p.m
528,00 277-4569

April 24-25th ‘Once Upon a Mattress' a musical comedy based upon “Princess and the Pea”
(ireer Garson Theatre Center 473-6511

Trish Folk Dancing lessons every Wednesday 7:30 p.m. $2.00 298-2708

Hebrew Dance Lessons every Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 892-3195 no charge listed




March [4, 1998, ...
Varch 14-15, 1998, ..
March 14-15, 1908, ..,
March 21, 199%..............

March 20-22, 1908

Varch 28-20 998, ..

March 28, 1998,............
March 28 & 29, 1993

April 4, 1998 ...

April 4, 1998 ..

April 4, 1998, ...
Aprit 5, 1998 ..
April 24-20, 1998 ...

April 24-26, 1998,

May 1-3, 1998 ...

May 3, 1998 ...

Bav 16, 1998 ... |
May 23, 1998 . ..
June 12, 1998 .. ...

June 20, 1998 ...
June 26--28_ 1998 ...

July 23-26, 1998
Mid August, 1998

August 2831 19098

October 9-11, 1998 ...

October 16-18, 1998

Amtpard, Pegawms Valley
6301 Mensul NE Box 495
Allaquergue, K 711

.. Iren Mountains Midreign

.. Wetlands Collegium (see Sir Ches for info) at SFA Campus

Upcoming Amtgard Calendar

Pegasus Valley Midreign
Parting Seas Feast and Cuest

. Emerald Hills Dragonmaster [cultural competition] at Shadowhaven

the 14™ and Fagleshire on the 15"
RevelCon in Houston [large Sei FirFantasy Con, includes Armigard
deme and luncheon talk on Amtgard ]

Emerald Hills Midreign and 10% year anniversary, Mother Neff Park

[south of Waca] $5.00 +52.00 per day camp fee. Weaponmaster, and

relic quest,
Duchy of Shrouding Mists Midreign Camping and Mongulian (east at
Millersylvania Memorial State Park, Olympa, WA

..Dragonspine Crowi Quals

The North Carolina Renaissance Faire; host: Shire of Shadow Valley

{Golden Plains) Raleigh NC
Burning Lands Crown Qualifications (literature due 3/28/98)

www, geocities com/ Areas | /Dimension’] 3 66/mid, himl
Darkwater East Feast & Quest {Gaineswlle, FL)

El Paso's Cuadricentennial Renfaire {Amigard s the host renaissance
organization--Burning 1.ands is the liason)
Bl and DS Coronations may teke place at event.

... Celestial Kingdom Coronation {Arabic theme and the Saracen’s Jihad)

Mundane wedding + event fio Rejack & Carlena of VSR, Ft. Canby,
Washington. Site fee $5.00 conlact: eve(@proaxis. com

. Shadowwale Crown Qualifications-tentative

Shadowvale Coronation Feast-tentative
Wetlands Coronation
Tentative date for Saracen Jihad at Zol's farm §. of Amarillo [inchudes

plans for war with GF and & mace guest].

.Tentative date for Arakis

ITTIC {T Think Therefore 1 Con 1998) Gaming Con in Houston
Guests: CS Friedman and Gary Gygax plus Amigard Demo on Stage
Info: fionghalfchaosbutterfly. com

Clan at Sleepygrass campground in Cloudereft, NM

Upcoming camping event hosted by Mystic Seas

_HARVEST WAR IIE !!!! Cedro Peak, NM

Dragon's Rage hosted by Dragenskeep  www surtsouth. com'-jhohen

. Olympiad hosted by the Wetlands/Emerald Hills (Houston)

Alsn at event is Wetlands Coronation



Heraldry Part IT:

The subject for this issue of the happy heraldry guide is charges. Charges are arguably the most
important part of a coat of arms, being the symbols for which the coat is most remembered. For
example, not many people know what the helmet on top of the English Royal arms locks like, but
a lot more people recognize the 3 golden lions passant that sit on the shield. Along the same ines,
can vou tell me the color of the crest for the French coat of arms? Probably not, but most people
can point out the golden fleur-de-lis that sit on the coat. You can see now, I'm sure, the

importance of the shield and it's charges.

Charges can come in as many shapes and sizes as the imagimation of the maker. Sir Gawain (of
King Arthur fame) had a polden pentacle, the Kingdom of Wales had (and Wales still has) a

eolden harp, and many Tslamic nations still have a crescent moon, The two major kinds that will
be addressed here are the geometric (called the Ordinaries) and the zoomorphics (the Animals),

There are 9 Ordinaries, also referred to as the Honorvable Ordinanes.
These are:

Cross - A cross set on the shield

Inescutcheon - A smaller shield centered on the shield

Chicf - A horizomtal line across the upper one-third of the shield

Pale - A vertical line across the middle one-third of the shield

Bend - A diaponal line across the shield from dexter chief to sinister base

Fess - A horizontal line across the middle one-third of the shield

Chevron - An inverted 'V, seem modernly in the Army enlisted rankings

Saltire - A Cross of 8t. Andrew (an "X shape)

Bar - A horizontal stripe anywhere on the shield not covered but another ordinary

These are described by their name, color, and then the field on which they are laid, Therefore, the
basic Dragonspine symbol is 3 overlapping Chevrons, azure, on a ficld whte.

Animal charges come in many forms. Lions are possibly the most famous, but there are also
examples of priffins, stags, unicoms, eagles, and many others, The position in which the animal s

depicted has a name. These are:

Rampant - the amimal is standing on one leg, looking forward

Rampant Regardant - similar to Rampant, but the animal is looking behind
Passant - the animal iz standing on three legs, looking forward

Passant Guardant - similar 1o Passant, but the animal is looking behind
Dormant - this means the animal 15 sleeping

Sejant Coward - the ammal 15 siting

Animal and geometric designs can be combined also. A good example of this 1s the Dragonspine
battle standard. This design there is a passant Dragon, sable, atop three overlapping Chevrons,

arure, on a field white.



In the next issue, I will cover some of the lesser-used and covered points of heraldry, such as the
sub-Ordinaries, quartering, and the inheritance of coats of arms. Hopefully, the issue after that
will come in the form of a Heraldry test to be taken at Crown Qualifications., Unfortunately, 1
won't be able to attend the Mid-Reign, due to visitors from out of town, However my knight will
be there and she can bring any questions back to me, or feel free to ask my Vice-Guildmaster,
Baran Comar. Until next time, happy heraldry!

Yours in Service;

Tilion Greymantle

Sguire to Dame Weilok Roskara

Outlander Guildmaster of Heraldry to Her Grace,
Lady Isoud of Pegasus Valley.

Pasmane

Salienr

Srarant

Daermanc




SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE

Enow anyone going to
schnel at Amarillo College or
somecne whose planning to? TF
50, direct them to the website
of the Golden Fiains. The
kingdom is now offering a
S5500.00 scholarship to
Amarille College. The funds
will ke awarded on May 3, 199G
so applications need to be in
SOOI,
wiw. interns . comSantgard/goldenplaine

NEWSMAKERS:

Did anyone catch Syntaucy
oIl Eyewitness Hews [Ch. 4) an
Sunday, February 9, 1%987 Tha
Fgypilan was interviews:d
myndanely concerning & school
praogram he is inwvolved in at
crant Middle School.

Pmtgard, Burning Land
ware photographed and
interviewsd for a feature in
the ElPaso times Sunday
edicion of March 4, 18%8. The
article was a promotional for
the upcomning Quadricentennial
relebration in April.

ODANCE COOMPANY SEEES MUSICIAMS:

The Middle Eastern Dance
Company of Albuguerguae 13
seeking experienced musiclans
for the following instruments:
oud, dounbec, nay, SaZ,
tambour, bouzoukes, defil, or
rababa,. For more info call
GEt-1838.

EELICS MARKE AN APPEAFANCE :

Two of BFV's nobllity
recently won relics from our
Kingdom of Dragonspine. Baron
Comar is bringing home the
Bracers of Oragonskin and
Baron Sir Crosser, the Sword
of FPlame. It is hoped the
relics will spice up PV' s
battlegames for the next six
monihs,. Hozzah!

If you're not femilliar
wilh these relics: The Bracers
of Dragonskin are 2 points of

stonskin per life; may not De
mended or healed and does not
count as an enchantment
rarried. The Sword of Flame,
may be ifgnited cnce per game;
gsword and wielder have
protection from flame; dispels
icebkalls &r entangles on touch
[vep, can be used to block
them.] and any wound from the
weapon kills.

WEESITE UPDATES:

Caongrats to the Jin Tao
wel page for taking the
‘Spider Bward’ for a Cool Site
recently. They can be found
at:
www chris.com’~abez/Tin_ Tao/

Congrabs to Dragonskeer
also for earning 5ir Iwvar's
Best Looking Webh Site award.
Taks a look at:
wwnw, surfsouth. comf-jhohen

PV 2 own home page has a
new address. 1T can now be
found at:
hitp:/fw3 tvico nm. us/~exedor/pyindex. html

Plpase zond updates and
info Lo Baronet Exedor at:
dwallacegzeocities. com

Cheack out Sachsenlein’s new
Melb Silke:

hitp:/fmembers_aol com/glenalth/amtgard/ind
ex, him

Snickerts Bard sile has over &
hundred new songs:
htrp:arntgard pinkpig combards

Tarmack®s got a site up
dedicated to his sweabie,
Sara. IL's at

HTTE: S Mertera  aol . comd IlvweRoollia

&



29V, onoe
again at the traditicnal sile
nf Sleepyizrass Campground in
Cloudcroft, WM.

Zlan fees are 52.00 per
person over 12 plus a camping
fea of £3.00 per person per
night, The camping fee 15
~ollected separabtely from Lhe
Clan fea bRecause il goes o
the Parks Z3ervice Company who
manages the campground.

For more informaltion,
contact Savaen
aw7T78Ergfn. epce. Bdu
in the Burning Lands or check
cut the Clan Web site at:

CLARTIT!
lan iz scheduoled for
July 23 through "
g T

HARVEST WAR TAVEERN UPDATE:

This vear's Harveat War
Tavers: hoasts to be beticr
Lhan ever with new menl items;
sikch as chili stew.  Meal
cards will be available
beginning in June. A meal
card works like this: purchase
a2 card for %10.00 and gebt &
meals w/ drinks on it. The
savings is one free meal: ©
for the price of 5.] Each time
you use Lhe card, we punch 1t.
it's a greal wWay To ensurse You
eat all weskend and not have
to kaep track of cash.

2li wolunteers warking in
the Tavern for 2 consecutive
hourza earn a free meal at the
end of their shift. If wvou
work more than one 3-hour
shifs, vou get one meal per 3
consacntive hours worked., It
payz to volunteer!

This ysar’s tavern hours
will be 10 zm to 10O pm. I
yvou' re inberested ino
woluntesring either during the
event or wilh prep work,
contact the Tavernkeep,
Baroness Sirrah ElSpeth.

FRIDAY THE 137%™,

Did you know Lhe origin
of the legendary bhad luck of
Friday the 13 has it's roots
with the Enights Teamplar? Cn
Friday morning of October 13,
1306 the King ol France,
Philip the falr had as many of
the Templar Enights as he
could find, arrested and
charged with heresy. The
acticn led Lo many of them
being tortured or outright
killed. Their COrder was
disbanded and property
confiscated. Their wealth was
awarded eventually to the
Hospitallers, another knighbtly
order.

When the Templar Grand
Master, Jacques de Malay was
burned at the stake along with
gevaral other of his Cenple

nightz, his dying words wWera
a curse that within a ysar
both the King and the Pope
[who had geone along wilh Lhe
kingl wauld join him in death.
The Pope died within & monbh
and Philip IV seven months
later. The curse combined
with accusations of hereay,
devil worship and witcheraft
convincad many of the
peasantry that Friday the 13%
was a cursed day. Supporfers
of the Enights agreeaed. That
superztition survives today.




OUADRICENTENNIAL UPDATE:

The Antgard-supporbad
Cradricentennial is nearly
upatt w3, The dates are April
24-26th in TR ,near El
Pasn. Hepresentatives from
nearly every Kingdom will be
present in full court garb for
tre event. The Renfalre plans
to give Amtgard a gratuity to
e divided among bthe Kingdoms
present proporticonate to tThe
number of participants from
that Kingdom. FV members can
support Dragonspine in this
aspecl.

Set up for the event will
take place on Wednesday and
Thursday pricr. Friday is
media day. WVolunteers are
still appreciated,

Zrash spaoe and lLoaner
garly 1s available. Contact
Mazzie in the BL for Info.

Marchants are still
wolcoome., To De a merchant you
must play the parl, dress in
gari, and demonstrate how you
make YoOuY WAres.

The Renfaire folks are
asking that there be no fennis
shoes or jesans,. Spanish style
gark lsz preferred but 1T you
cnly hawve Celtfic styles, wWesl
it. They ask that it be ¢lean
arl in good repair. Flease, no
purple garh unless youfre in
the Rovalby Guild. Scarlel red
iz also discouraged [renfairs
officials request, nob
Ambtgard®s]. If you adhere to
the stringent redquirements,
vou can get in [ree as an
Pmtgarder. If wvowuw object Lo
Lhem, wou can sbill atfend but
wraitld be charged the gate
tells as a mundans.

Tz of honorifics and
roleplay are spplauded. 5o are
banners. Weapons nesd Lo hea
peace-tied, All Anbtgarders nolb
mnanning a tahle are encouraged
to participate in the daily
nromensde. Pets are nob
allowed at Lhe site.

The Cunadricentennia’

promisas to be the gredlesl
gathering of Amtgarders ever.
TL's our chance to promote
Amtgard, have a good Time and
mayhe even Jget iots of TV
exposure for our ‘game’ .  CHN
igs slated to be there, as are
‘real-life’ rowyalty.

Ses vou there!

PHOTOS WEEDED!!

Page fmethyse asks for
denations of photos fZor the
Photo Altwum she is putbting
together. She plans for the
album to be a glft fto Pegasus
Vallay before we lose har fo
Dragonspine proper. Any and
all shots of Amtgard, PV 1in
particular are appreciated,




Monk Guildmaster Address:

Greetings fellow monks. | have good news for our guild. My request for wt level mank sashes has been
answered! Baroness Sirrah Flspeth has recently made, and donated three gray sashes to the guild, This means that
all in PY who wish to try monk a5 a dlass do not have to srounge for a plece of gray doth. | bave a new request for
the guild, as well. The position of Master Monk has no heraidic device to denote those who are masters in our
dlass. | would seek the guild's help I finding or creating a symbel for that honor,

Live in Harmony,
Squire Firefeather

The History of the Maltese Cross

The badge of a flrerman s the Maltese Cross. This Mallese Cross Is a symbol of
pratection and a badge of honor. It's story |s hundreds ol years old.

When a courageous band of cnusaders known as the Knights of 5t John, fought
the Saracens for possession of the Holy Land, they encountered a new wenpon
unknown to European wandors. It was a simple, but a homible device of war it wrodght
excruciating pain and agonizing death upon the brave fighters for the crmoss. The
Saracen’s weapon was fre.

As the crusaders advanced on the walls of one clty, they were struck by glass
bombs contaliing naphtha. When they became saturated with the highly flammabie
liquid, the Saracens burled a flaming torch inte their midst. Hundieds of the knighls
were bumed aliver others risked their lives to save their brothers-in-arms from dying
painfid. fiery deaths.

'hus these rmen became our first firemen and the et of a long st of
courmgeous fivefighters.  Thelr heroic efforts were recognized by fellow cnisaders who
awarded each a badge of honor-=a cross similar to the one firemen wear today. Since
the Knights of St. John lived for close to four centwies on a litle island in the
Mediterranean Sea named Malta, the cross came to be known as the Maltese Cross.

The Maltese Cross is your symbol of protection. It means that the fireman who
wears this cross is willing to lay down his life for you just as the crusaders sacyificed
thefr livies fos thelr fellow man 30 many years ageo. 1 he Maltese Cross 1s a fireman's
badge of hanor, signifiing that he works i courage--a ladder rung away from death.

Reprinted with permission.  For mare info on the Anights of St John afso
known as the Knlghts Hospitaller, visit this website dedicated to thes:
http://web.mit.edu/redingtn/www/ecole/ksj . htnl/



Olympiad ‘98

Hosted by The Wetlands and Emerald Hilis

Ooctober 1€, 17 & 18,

cultural Categories:

Aart: 3-I, Filat Needlework,
Joewelry, Pholography

Writing: Factual, Ficticnal,
roetry and Publications

Construction: Passive, Active,
Armor, Weapon, [inciuding
madus) 3hielid, Banner and
Favor

Garb: TFighting, Court, Garb
Accessory & Monsier

Bardic: Singing, Qratory,
InsLrumantal, Dance

Cooking: Main Dish, Dessert,
Vintners (understand Lhe
facilities are bad-keep
thia in mind.]

Scoring system TER, The person
who winsg The caoltursl ewvent Ls

the Cultursl Olympian

For mors infio contact:
nor Kavrana estherferamp.net

Topknot

1998 {Tentative)

Fighting Categories:

Single Sword: 3 ft. or less

Sword and Shield

Flail and Shield

Open Weapon/Free Style

Florentine: swords 3fTC or less

Great Weapon: longswords/ pole
arms, etc.

Archery

Tournaments will be double
elimination the first round,
single thereafier. Person who
wins in the fighting events
will bBe the War Clympizn.

Aeeweos are sLLll nesded.
The perscen with tChe highest

placing in both War and
Cultural is The Glymplan.




This monthfs personag history is a familiar face wilh a new
peracha., This one promises some grealb role-play opportunitics
for pweryvone.

Katherine MeCullogh Darkijester: (a.k.z. Whitefire|

Katherine [hot to be confused with Kit] is the daughter of
tmncan MoCullogh, a Scottish warrior for hire. Katherine never
¥new her mother because she died in childbirth--the wvery hour
HKatherine was born.

#When the girl-child reached the age of six, Duncan took his
daughter with him as he lcoked for work. He came ACIOSs Lhe
Household of Darkiester. While there, he met a young lady named
Emethy=ze Darkd Jter, the two became very Iond of one znother.

Eventually, Duncan was hired on to £ight in the Crusades 1n
Jerusalem., He asked Bmethyssa if she could wateh Katherine untlil
his return. She agreed. Duncan gave Lhe wide-eyed girl a ring,
whitich had once been her mother’s, saying 1t would serve as a
rexinder that he would always pe with her. [uncan nevar
returned.

Amethyse ralsed Katherine as a Darkjester until her
thirteanth birthday., Tt was then that Katherine discovered her
father had died under the command of a Knight of the Temple, Sir
Tristan of the Kingdom of Dragonspine. She also discovered that
the infidel who murdered her father wears the matching ring Lo
+he ane on Eatherine' finger. The looting Knight was none olher
than Sir Tronpaw.

That day, Hatherine said goodbye to a tearful Anethyse and
toy her grandfather-adopt Zodiac. She promised to keap the name
Darkiester. Then she headed back to her roots: to Scotland.
along the way, Katherine met up with an Elwven walfrider named
ouicksilwver. The wolfrider tTaught the girl how to comminicate
with Lthe wolves and showed her many of nature’s secrets.  The two
necame Lnseparable; Quicksilver had become her guide and best
friend in 1ife.

Katherine found employment under a man wha went by the name
=f Ray, a mercenary for the ZcoTfsman Raven MacKendrick. Raven was
a warriar cast oul by hisz own people, He discoversd that
Katherine was the only person, besides himself, that could handle
wis wolf, Midnight. He hired her as his personal servant. Perhaps
Midnight couldn't chase off This one like he had the others. The
wolf was wery probtective of his master, snowing his likes ancd
dislikez. The wolf's trust of Katherine gained her Raven’s Lrust
as weall.

after five years in Baven’s service, Katherine recelved a
wonderfuel eighteenth birthday present. Amethyse sent word That
she had been to the Kingdom of Dragonspine. Nobt only had
sepn Sir Tristan there, but the dreaded Sir Tronpaw as well. She
zlso mentioned to Katharine that more information on both men
could be ohbained freom s Eoight of the Serpent in The nearby

=
1
-



Tuchy of Pegasus Valley., This particular Enight was the one who

nad given Tristan his KEnight of the Tenple surcost
known enemy of Sir Tronpaw.

Katherine left a note Lo her master, Eavean.
~ut in the darkness alone, headed for the lands of
vYalley., She wowed to find cut why 21l Triastan had
fall and ©o get back her father’s ring...no maiher
autoome |

ragon, from a LTth Century teeaticeo

andd wWamsm &

She slipped
Fegasils

let her father
what the



Cutgoing PM:

First, T'd like fo say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who gawve
me kind words, wvotes, and support doring the strife of this term.
It's great to know that objections voiced were those of a select
group of individuals and net the Duchy as a whole. Whether or not
I hold an office, I will continue oo support Pegasus Valley as
mich as I can.

While straightening out the waiver situation and our Juchy's
files in general, I kept tally of a few things. Maybe you'll
find them interesting, maybe not. Currently, we have 120 mnembers
in our active list. Rverage weekly attendance aince Harvesl War
has been 29. 24% of our active membership is dues paid. [T you
add the number aof our dead, there have been owver 327 peaple con
oy Field ar ane time or ahother since PV s hunble beginnings in
June 1923, Then add the 157 people who signed waivers at both
Renaissance Faires, Axbgard-FPegasus Valley has touched the lives
af 479 resident= of Altmquerque. Mot bad, bhah?

speaking of walvers: Following this address is a list ol
indivituals whe are on the active list and don’L have a walver 1in
the files. There are several possibilities for z reason why: it
waz lost in the previcusly messed up files I found many of Chem
in odd places.],you may have never signed one, or 1L you'we cone
to us from another land-the waiver was never forwarded. Whatever

he reason, Lhe easiest way to correct this is to sign a new one.
I m j_}';,.:-ll_]_:;j_:g a wsiwer In this newslsatter far youxr COTIVAN 1 Sroe.
Just fill it out, geb the signatures and turn it in to the new
FM, It's=s that simple.

Also, in this newsletter is the final credits lislL Lor this
M term. They don't include the day of midreign. T you've got
zny problems with them, fill cut a request form and turn 2t in L
the new PM.

Again, Thank ¥You Pegasus Valley. It's ac honor fo serve you.

Laroness FlsSpath Sharrisselva
sarpent Xnlght of Dragonspine




Mizsing Waiver ListT:

Coher, Bo [Bol-—-we gob your awards bub ng wailver from IH

Caniels, Mike [Doomshadow]

Dawson, Roy [Elrond]

Flint, Tom [Hightmaral]

Flure, KEristin

Franklin, Jerad [Tannis]

Friedrich, Stephen [Titanus]

BGallow, John [Arshangeli-is yours in another landrs

Fallow, KHelth [Sanclord]

Graham, Chris [Blackwood]

Hifhurn, Haolly [(Helly]-never signed one

Hihkurn, IJ [Tearran]-never sigrned one

Hiles, Jason |[Ghrolom]

Hujawa, Dawn [Gidget|--records never been sendl from 0O

Montgomery, Brian [Willem]

Mok, Amdrew [Talon’

Owens, Liz [Gwynnsbh]--records still in DS

rannakecher, Ginny—-never signed one

Metler, Rob [Checkers]--records never sent from Goldenvale

Fosen, Brian [Coecil]

Fosen, Eddi=s [Cutter]

Shattuck, Jacoch |[DenDan]

Shields, Roenl ‘Mardigsn]-newver signed one

Shore, Shari [Galadriel]=waliver never turned in To PFM; we 2o
yvour creditsfawards though

Stevens, Guy [Elic Rune]

Thun, Lance [Mansgan]

Whitmey, Skyler [Skyiark;

Zobel, ABlex [DingBat]

A T — T

hawve



Warrlors of Faith

| rounded the comer and stopped dead In my booted tracks, There he was,
kneeling in the center of a small grove of ollve trees. His prayer rug spread beneath him
as though some part of his temple existed wherever he lay the carpet cdown. Ludlcrous]
His dark head bowed low, brown lips moving. forming words forelgn to my ears. | did
not need to understand Arabic to hnow what he prayed, A slight breeze toyed with his
thick curled beard: tuming his garments into billowing flags of black and white and el

| thouaght to myself, *f showld Kif him. He whorn Pve chased round the sands of
Fdfessa and through the streets of Jerusalem, unsuccessiully.”

There He was. His broad back exposed to my blade. His own weapons carefully
laid hefore the rug. His ever-ohsernvant eyes closed and attenton elsewhere in safah. But
| knew | could not slay him here, now. Ged had not delivered him into my hands. Mot
vel,

He was a faithful senant of his god. Like me. but in his own way. His words of
prayer went to Allah, mine to CGod. Some say they are one and the same. | belleve
that. A | a heretic, then? He laces east. bows to Mecca, 1 to the stone altar when |
am In Temple: W my sword-tumed-cross when | am abroad.

We are no different. He and I We fight for that which is God's. For our souls.
For the Holy Lanct. He for the Crescent, me for the Cross. Each willing to die for our
rause: each knowing that to be ouwr fate in the end.

So | back off slowly to sit upon a rock. | watch him kowtow. It Is a humbling
gesture so unlike him at any other moment. Yet it seems fAtting now. Unpretentious. like
a sleeping llon cub, dangerons when arcused. Do | seem thus when penltent?

| look down at my white surcoat. It is tattered and womn, dirty and the cross has

faded in the hellfire sun of thls cursed place. It stinks of sweat. The hem is dark with



Muslirm blood as are my boots.  Thelr cries still ring In my ears. Why can't [ bring
mysell to add his to [t

This Is a man whom | admire. My nemesis. My beloved enemy. We have
outwilled one another again and again; like bwo children playing tag in the great garden
of Quitrgjourdain, | have seen the depth of his faith. It makes me question mine;
resolve to do more, take my own vows more seriously.

In another tme, we could have been friends. Perhaps In heaven we shall share a
loal of bread, a cup of wine, Maybe then the glitter in his dark eyes and the decp
laughter in hls chest would come from storles or the johes of bards. | tire of sceing
them thus as he slips away fnto the night, or across the mer. | long for the clash of
stee| to be loumament. The clasp of hands a gesture of friendship, not the clamping on

of chains and irons. A nlce change from this daily life and death game we play now,

| wondered..should | ever sucoeed in defeating him. what then? What goal would
my life have? What challenges would be left to me? | could become one of those
headless bodies hanging from fortress walls. Or | could count dishonest men's gold in
the name of God. Bul | would be empty. Bared.

So | tum and as slendy as my mait will allow. creep away and leave him in
peace as He did so for me once outside of Ascalon. | wondered why at the time. |
understand now. We are brothers: warriors of faith. Something to be respected above
all else. It binds us to this earth and heaven above.

At the last moment | look back over my shoulder and stare. Was Lhal a smifle

upon his Nips? Mo, Ferhaps nat. And | am gone.

Dedicated to S fronpaw, my inspivation for this tale.

-—-Baroness Sirah CiSpeth Shawisselva
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T: ALL AMTGARD MEMBERS
From: Squire Teliel ap Tiefi
Subject: Monarchy Declaration

Thie document iz my formal written declaration to ezek the office of "'Monarch' of Pegasug Vallay,

Om thie day I invite the popualace - not anhy of Pegasie Valley, bt of all the reatme of AMTSGARD -
to watch ma elogahy these next three months. Evaluate my actlons and statements to ses if [ am
vrorthy to ba the next duke of Peqasus Valley. Do not only rely upon the next three monthe to help
you decide, though, Look aleo at my past aceomplishmerts, words and deeds,

Hers are same quidelines to assist you In your gelection, Have 1 qualified, in the past, to bacome
monarch or reqent? Have | treated gou with raspect, d2spite who you are, without acking for yours
in returu? Have ] eavned respect from you? Have I done anything contrary to ducal corvectness?
Thege are some of the things +o think abomit when gelecting a monarch

Wham [ first got inte the "CAME' of AMTGARD, | received my firet "ROSE'. | thoughd # funmy then
it's not funny now, perhape dirdumepect. | raceivad this, my moest treasured poegeadion, for pet
helping by clesring and donating my land for mid-relgn, September, 1995, Thad, then, digoovered a
ermeapt that floated areund in my head for the longest time, How & pereon can be so 'decorsted’ for
doing something Le would have done anyway, was beygond me at the time.

I digress, but in all fairness, §did inetruet my seribes to reprind this word-for-word from my

mansaHpt

With ten different avards, orders etal, [ have done somethdng that I think is worthwhile; [ have led
by example. I promize to continue to do o Hera Is a partial list of those examples:

For servica to Pegase Valley - % ROSES (including the masgical firet)

For begt entry tn Crown Qualifications - 4 PEAGONG.

Since elothing makes the monarch - 2 Garker Cradite, one from our paréent kngdom.

For community service (through AMTEARD?) - 2 Ordare of tha Flame.

With others inoluding: Owls, Chimeras, Hussahs, Orders of the Warrior, a Zodiae and four Hydras
(three consecutively and the four came in the last five reignsh | think that | am, indeed, qualified and
ready for leadership.

Flaagel Thank you for your time and patience. I thank you algo (in advance) for your conglderation
of Sequire Tollel ap Tiefl for the next Duke of Pagasue Vallay.
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